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Transportation on the Water of Austin, TX
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Railroads reach Austin (1871)




Invoice of Goods taken from the Boat

2 do note Books.
2 Radzor case
2 do stops ..
1 Doz Bunches tape .
1 do ivory Combs ...
3 Oreen pocket Books
1 Doz thimble
4 cork screws

2 ps mosquetos netting 2

2 Doz dineing Pla

2 Doz Cups and Saucers ..
1 wire Setve ...

3 stirrtp gun locks

3 double Roller do..

2 Tea Kottles.......... 5.00.....104

Azt Brot over
50 1% anot...

© 4 Rifles..
18 Carrots Tobaceo
2 yhials Landantue...
2 do Elizer rarigorte
3 do jalsp...
3 do Caloml.
2 cork ink stands

3 setts Tutanta spoons

Double Barrel whiskey 58 gall
8 ounces verzillgio
8 Axes ......

Barrels Plow

30 yds muslin

Castings
81 Pepper .........
4 3/4 1vs Allspice

Bag Coffee 153 1bs

SPANISH MISSIONS PRESIDIOS AND ROADS IN THE I7TH AND I8TH CENTURIES

‘Moses and Stephen F Austin

Invoice from goods taken off a boat on the Colorado River
from a time between 1802 and 1810 Byt o b

Stephen F Austin really wanted to use the Lively
\ (steamboat) on the Colorado River and be the first to
navigate a Texas River, but someone else beat him to it
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Keelboats (1839ish)
& then Steamboats

Austin became the upper limit for steamboat navigation
on the Colorado River

David Crockett keelboat
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| ARROWS SHOW APPROXIMATE IOCATIONS
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| Thisr Map ir a portion of +he- ||
WATERSHED MAP prepared by the- || -
L_owr.i So:ow\o? River AuthHoriTY, SemEmmicy

N\ ; m
N ’ o A
\ |
\’,_ .o g
o > x:
W §
R, Freseiion It CEZ.
MATAGORDA
l S o
P - y,

I




Kate Ward reaches Austin (1

“In the spring of 1845 the Kate Ward, constructed
especially for Colorado trade, was launched at
Matagorda. This boat had a keel of 110 feet, a beam of
twenty-four feet, and would carry 600 bales of cotton in
three feet of water. A channel was cut through the raft
and the Kate Ward reached Austin on May 8, 1845.”
https://www.forttumbleweed.net/steamboats.html







The BEN HUR with passengers about to begin her 60-mile daylight cruise around Lake McDonald.

Dinner, dancing and even Vaudeville shows were provided. A midnight cruise was also scheduled.

Lake Navigation Company
Lake McDonald
_ _ Austin Dam
On April 6, 1900, nearly 17-inches of rain in a 48 hour period caused the McDonald Dam to break, B en H ur / D am B 0) at S (18 9 2 - 1 9 O O)

resulting in eighteen deatbs, the destruction of 100 homes, damage to the dam powerbhouse and
waterworks plant, and the destruction of the excursion steamer BEN HUR.
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Fe«rrles were dsed perlodlcally when dams put
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brldges out of se“erce on ithe lakes fron%lﬁéll 1970
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The Austm, TX waterways were prlmarlly used for
‘Trecreation thereafter . /
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