
Transportation on the Water of Austin, TX
A History of:





Photo Title: Ferry boat on Colorado River

Location: Travis County

Some people, some horses, the river

Probably mid 1800s

Is this the ferry boat? Or a small dock? 
Was the photo taken from the ferry boat?
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Moses and Stephen F Austin
Invoice from goods taken off a boat on the Colorado River 
from a time between 1802 and 1810

Stephen F Austin really wanted to use the Lively 
(steamboat) on the Colorado River and be the first to 
navigate a Texas River, but someone else beat him to it



Keelboats (1839ish)
& then Steamboats

Austin became the upper limit for steamboat navigation 
on the Colorado River

David Crockett keelboat



Kate Ward reaches Austin (1845)
“In the spring of 1845 the Kate Ward, constructed 
especially for Colorado trade, was launched at 
Matagorda. This boat had a keel of 110 feet, a beam of 
twenty-four feet, and would carry 600 bales of cotton in 
three feet of water. A channel was cut through the raft 
and the Kate Ward reached Austin on May 8, 1845.”
https://www.forttumbleweed.net/steamboats.html



1871



Lake Navigation Company
Lake McDonald
Austin Dam
Ben Hur/Dam Boats (1892-1900)



Ferries were used periodically when dams put 
bridges out of service on the lakes from 1941-1970

The Austin, TX waterways were primarily used for 
recreation thereafter


